Justification for the SESP exemption - CBIT Sudan


The Capacity Building Initiative for Transparency (CBIT) is an initiative that supports developing countries to build institutional and technical capacity to meet the new requirements of the enhances transparency framework defined in Article 13 of the Paris Agreement.

The CBIT has three broad aims:
· Strengthen national institutions for transparency-related activities in line with national priorities.
· Provide relevant tools, training, and assistance for meeting the provisions stipulated in Article 13 of the Agreement. 
· Assist in the improvement of transparency over time.
The main focus of this CBIT project is to enhance Sudan’s human and institutional capacities in the area of transparency, according to the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, particularly the provisions under Article 13 and decision (18/CMA.1) on Modalities, Procedures and Guidelines (MPGs) for the transparency framework for action and support referred to in Article 13 of the Paris Agreement. 

This will be achieved through four outcomes:

1. Strengthening of national institutions for transparency related activities
2. Provision of tools, systems, trainings and assistance in line with the transparency provisions established in the Paris Agreement.
3. Long-term strategy developed to improve of transparency over time.
4. Knowledge Management and Monitoring & Evaluation.

Also, the project has 12 outputs in line with Article 13 of the Paris Agreement, 

1. Output 1.1.1 Analyzing institutional arrangements & needs relative to transparency requirements & suitable institutional arrangements. 
2. Output 1.1.2 Preparing an MRV system including legal & procedural arrangements for Sudan’s transparency obligations. 
3. Output 1.1.3 Strengthening HCENR’s climate change unit to enhance transparency. 
4. Output 1.1.4 Strengthening inter-institutional transparency coordination. 
5. Output 1.1.5 Enhancing an understanding of transparency requirements.
6. Output 2.1.1 Developing and implementing transparency training programs regarding the technical and procedural aspects of Paris Agreement. 
7. Output 2.1.2 Developing tools and approaches for transparency regarding MRV, GHG inventories, emission reductions, and adaptation. 
8. Output 2.1.3 Implementing an information sharing & public awareness programme. 
9. Output 3.1.1 Preparing a long-term transparency strategy[footnoteRef:1] on GHG inventory, GHG mitigation, and adaptation.   [1:  Please note that this strategy will define the actions needed to meet the transparency commitments of the Paris Agreement. These actions will be focused on enhancing the capacity of the country for preparing reports, documents, and communication materials. As such, output 3.1.1 falls under the exemption criteria “Strengthening capacities of partners to participate in international negotiations and conferences (…)”] 

10. Output 3.1.2 Integrating MRV into related national institutions and tracking NDC implementation. 
11. Output 4.1.1 Monitoring and evaluation of project results and outcomes.  
12. Output 4.1.2 Synthesizing lessons learned and sharing best practices via the newly developed online transparency platform.

The project’s project activities fall under SESP exemption criteria as broadly shown here:
· Preparation and dissemination of reports, documents and communication material (ie. design training materials, design methodological and organizational guides to an inventory cycle; Multi-annual development plan created and improved for the national GHG inventory; guidelines and tools (templates) currently used to track climate finance, contribute to the global stocktaking report, presentations at MRV/ETF events:  all project components)
· Organization of an event, workshop, training (i.e. workshops on collection and analysis of GHG data, workshops on GHG emission inventory; training of national experts on QA, the trainings of trainers on climate finance tracking, events/workshops to disseminate learnings and best practices: all components)
· Strengthening capacities of partners to participate in international negotiations and conferences (supporting and enhancing technical baselines for reporting to UNFCCC and participate in UNFCCC negotiations: all project components) 
The combined implementation of those outcomes will allow Sudan to be able to better strengthen the current national Monitoring Reporting and Verification (MRV) system that is needed to prepare its climate reporting and tracking documents including its First Biennial Transparency Report (BTR) to be submitted to the UNFCCC in compliance with the international Enhanced Transparency Framework (ETF) and is in line with the exemption criteria presented above. 

Based on the exemption criteria, this project is considered exempted from the SESP screening.

